
 

 

 

Board of Directors Meeting – September 15, 2018 

Attendees:  Ken Levitz, Margo Schaefer, Gary Benedick, Tom Larney, Madeline Ligenza,, Neil Mullen, Todd Laudenschlager, 

Rand Asher, Ray Bradley, Ed Miller, Roger Stewart, Steve Sosnowski, Tom Nanovic 

Call-In:  Bill Gullone                    Absent:  Kevin McGrath, TJ McKeon 

Visitors:  see full list below  

President Ken Levitz:  Roll call and called the meeting to order at 9:04AM.  

PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES 

● Reviewed and approved August 2018 minutes: 
o  MOTION: 18, 09-15-01:  Schaefer made motion to approve.  Seconded by Laudenschlager.  All in favor. 

Motion carried.  

TREASURER REPORT 

● McGrath is travelling; will issue report at later date. 

VISITORS COMMUNICATIONS 

● John Cihiy – Piney Woods Dr.  Repeated his request (from General Membership Meeting) for a special assessment to 

support SOAR in the effort to fight the wind turbines.  Other local communities have donated.  BCLCA has previously 

approved a special assessment to fight the proposed school on Rt. 903. 

● Tom Mullin – White Birch.  Also wants a special assessment to support fight against wind turbines.  Additionally, we 

should ask members to sign a petition to be presented to Penn Forest Twp and Bethlehem Water Authority. 

● Peter Hillman – BCL Dr.  Would like monthly meeting agendas made public before the meeting 

● Bill Malone – Indian Trail.  Presented a check in the amount of $127.95 to the Board of Directors.  That is the 

proceeds from the soda machine at the pool. 

● Greg Loftus – Cub Lane.  Is concerned about control of special assessments.  Are there guidelines about what issues 

a special assessment can be used to support? 

● Bob Skiffington – White Oak.  The Board of Directors has recently done a much better job of communication, but there 

is room for improvement.  He offered his services to post meeting agendas on the “Friends of BCL” Facebook page. 

Stated that when he emails a director via the BCL office, he gets an acknowledgement from the office staff that his 

email was received and forwarded, but doesn’t always get acknowledgement or response from the director. 

● Bob Shuler – Mountain View.  Asked about the budget approval process, where the budget can be found / viewed. 

Also asked why there is no discount period for paying the annual assessment. 

 

ATTORNEY’S COMMENTS 

Attorney Nanovic advised the Board of Directors: 

● It was proper to defer the motion for a special assessment made by a Member at the General Membership Meeting 

because 



o The proposed vote was not on the agenda, thus the membership was not informed that such a vote would 

take place, and 

o A special assessment can only be levied by the Board of Directors, with an absolute 2/3 majority vote. 

● The Board of Directors is authorized to establish a special assessment for an appropriate circumstance.  Attorney 

Nanovic advised that if the Board of Directors wanted to establish a special assessment for the purpose of donating to 

the legal fund to fight the wind turbines, we should hire an independent attorney to get an opinion as to whether or not 

such an assessment would be appropriate.  

● Nanovic also advised that it would be irresponsible for the Board of Directors to approve a special assessment without 

advisement that it is an appropriate assessment. 

 

MOTION: 18, 09-15-02:  Stewart made a motion for the Association to make a symbolic donation of $1000 from our general 

budget to SOAR (group fighting the wind turbines).  Seconded by Ligenza.  Motion denied. 

MOTION: 18, 09-15-03:  Mullen made a motion that the BCLCA make electronic postings (website and email) to all members 

informing them of the existence of SOAR.  Seconded by Stewart.  Motion carried. 

 

 

OTHER OFFICERS REPORTS 

● No reports. 

 

COMMITTEE ACTION ITEMS 

 

● Playground equipment inspection – Levitz assigned the task to Maintenance and Pool committees.  There is a 

webinar offered by CAI regarding such inspections. 

o MOTION: 18, 09-15-04:  Levitz made a motion to have the Association pay for two people to attend the 

webinar.  Seconded by Miller.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

● Barrow Hoffman Declaration Rewrite Proposal – For the benefit of new Directors, Levitz will ask McGrath to 

summarize (via email) why this is necessary.  Discussion tabled until October meeting.  

● Credit Card Change – As Treasurer, McGrath will be assigned an Association credit card.  We have three cards:  one 

for Maintenance, one for the President, one for the Treasurer. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

● Handrail Installation at Baby Pool – Neil will ask Strand for advice and report back in October. 

● Black Bear Feeding – Table until October. 

● Association-owned Property Inventory – Stewart shared a map showing the 11 lots (in addition to the common 

facilities) that the Association owns. 

● Pool security update – Visitor / former Director Bill Malone informed us that the new security cameras will be installed 

next week. 

STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS 

● Human Resources – Rand collected Code of Ethics, signed by each Director present at the meeting. 

● Lake/Dam – Gary is monitoring the soft spots at the beaches and boat dock. There is no update from Benesch on the 

spillway. The quarterly dam inspection was done on 8/22 and the recommended maintenance was done by AEC on 

8/23, including treating the Dam breast, Toe and Spillway. The lake consultants (AEC) also inspected the lake on 



8/23, no weed treatment of the lake was recommended. As part of the fish stocking plan, 10,000 golden shiners will 

be stocked in Oct. 

● Lifeguards – No report for September.  Ray read the following report for August:  End-of-season hours were posted 

for the pool.  The pool was kept open through Labor Day.  For the season, there were six rescues at the pool (two in 

the last week), zero rescues at the beaches, and one EMS assist at a residence near the South Beach.  Pool Day (at 

the end of July) was a success, 45 children attended the “superheroes”-themed event.  We received a $150 refund for 

the AED’s we traded in.  Colleen Bradley discussed with Bill Malone that the extra AED can be carried by on-duty 

security officers while they are patrolling BCL.  The AED will have to stay in BCL and the battery checked weekly. 

The other three AED’s will be locked in the BCL office for the winter.  Ray Bradley will be responsible for charging 

them.  

● Maintenance -- Bill G reported that another coat of paint will be put on the floor of the Stewart Hall deck this week 

(weather permitting).  Maintenance is busy prepping for winter. 

● Roads – Tom L stated paving work started on Thursday, and should be finished next week if the weather allows.  

● Permits – Todd reported that two new construction permits were recently issued  

● Environmental – Ken has been working on storm water management issues.  He has met with township engineers to 

try to dissuade them from paving the entire parking lot at the park on Rt. 903.  The township believes that their plan is 

sufficient to handle the runoff, Ken does not agree and will keep pressuring them to make changes. 

● Recreation – Madeline reported that Nightwind will play tonight.  The walking program will be held Mondays and 

Wednesdays at 10 AM.  There were problems with the AV equipment last week at Movie Night. There will be a 

children’s Halloween party on October 27.  

● Security – Ed had no report 

● Membership Services – No report  

● Communications – No report 

● Pool – Neil reported that Strand will close the pool.  Tile repairs will be done in the Spring.  The baby pool is leaking, 

the old pump worked fine this year, and the drains were replaced as required.  

● Rules – Margo had no report  

● Landscaping– Steve reported that the summer landscaping has been removed / put away.  He will form a committee 

with the volunteers from the General Membership meeting 

● Stewart Hall – Steve will address the problem with the existing AV equipment.  He will also research upgrades to the 

equipment and methods to improve the acoustics in Stewart Hall.   The windows do not always lock.  He will research 

solutions. 

● LR Planning – Roger shared responses from the survey regarding possible improvements at South Beach.  There will 

be a meeting of the LRP committee on October 18, where they will develop a prioritized bullet list of potential long 

range improvement projects to be presented by Roger at the November meeting. 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

● Boat launch safety issues – Gary reported that the boat launch area is sometimes very crowded with very few parking 

spaces and many boat storage racks. Activities contributing to the crowding include fishermen using fishing dock, 

people kayaking/canoeing/paddle boarding, people and their dogs(only place dogs are allowed), boats being 

launched and brought in (trailers backing up), Penn Forest Fire company water access, occasional BCLCA 

events(fishing contests, lake obstacle course, kayak cruises) and sunset viewers, etc. creating a potentially unsafe 



situation when someone tries to launch or retrieve a boat. He asked if anything could be done to alleviate the 

congestion / potential hazards. Roger and Gary will work together to find solutions. 

● Rental property guidelines / oversight – Gary asked if the Association has authority to regulate rental properties 

(number of rental homes in community, occupancy limits of rental homes).  Attorney Nanovic advised that we have no 

authority under our existing Declaration / deed restrictions.  Margo will research if the township has authority to limit 

occupancy based on septic system capacity. 

● Maintenance golf cart – Todd advised that we need to replace the Maintenance golf cart.  He will have a 

recommendation at the October meeting. 

FUTURE ACTION ITEMS 

o LR Planning - Roger will have an updated list of all concepts. (June-Sept) 

o Permits - Ken will provide Margo with his current process and work with her to complete a formal SOP. 

(July-Sept) 

o Barrow Hoffman Declaration Rewrite Proposal – Table until Tom N present. (July-Sept) 

o Playground Equipment - Check for the safety of playground equipment. (August-Sept) 

o On Call Maintenance – Kevin suggested that we develop an “on-call” system with our maintenance staff for 

emergencies.  Need further discussions on this. (June-Sept) 

o Security – Discuss using the Internet for pool cameras.  TJ will check our contract with Blue Ridge. (Sept) 

o Black Bear Feeding – Table until October. (Oct) 

o Meet and Greet for Candidates – Discuss at March meeting. (March 2019) 

o Sample Envelope and Ballot for Voting - Revisit this topic in one year. (May 2019) 

ADJOURNMENT 

● Adjournment 11:33AM 

o MOTION: 18, 09-15-05:    Schaefer moved to adjourn.  Seconded by Miller. 

 

 

Visitors: Debbie Rotter, Bob & Barb Skiffington of White Oak Drive 

Chuck Bender, Bill Malone of Indian Trail 

Harriet Jackson, Peter Hillman, Dalton Fine, Bobbie Fine of Bear Creek Lake Drive 

John Cihiy on Piney Woods Drive 

Tom Mullin of White Birch Drive 

Bob Shuler of Mountain View 

Earlene & Ed Russell of Hemlock Drive 

Michael Gallo of Recreation Drive 

Greg Loftus of Cub Lane 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted by Margo Schaefer, Secretary 


